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Program Note

Haiku capture moments. Sometime in January | read
this haiku by Issa:

Napped half the day;
no one
punished me!

| nearly fell off the chair laughing. The poem was coy,
witty, personal, and universal all at once. For a brief
moment | was with Issa, sitting beside him in a state

of totally amused understanding. After pouring through
Haiku by the 17th and 18th century Japanese masters
Basho, Buson, and Issa, | was struck by how they
consistently adopted an amazing perspective of blissful
objectivity towards their poetic subjects. This, combined
with an ability to crystallize both a moment in time

and the perception of that moment into a handful of
crisp, evocative and affecting syllables, was astounding.

For my pieces | selected poems about nature and
animals. Before composing | tried to imagine the exact
circumstance of the writer as he wrote the Haiku. Where
was he? What was he doing? What had just happened?
In a way my settings are like mini dramatizations of each
poemOs scenario. A mood is set. Something happens.
The poet writes.

Commissioned by Michael Kerschner and the
Young New Yorkers Chorus






Text

Four Haiku
(translated by Robert Hass)

1 Hey, Sparrow!
Out of the way,
Horse is coming.
-Issa

2 O owl!
Make another face.
This is spring rain.
-Issa

3 Cats making love -
When it’s over, hazy moonlight
in the bedroom
-Basho

4 When the winter chrysanthemums go,
there’s nothing to write about
but radishes

-Basho






Five Haiku

For the Young New Yorker's Chorus
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lll. Cats making love --
When it's over, hazy moonlight in the bedroom

languid, .= ca.72-76
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