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PERFORMANCE/NOTATION NOTES

On the softer side was composed for saxophonist Erik Steighner and

premiered at the 2008 North American Saxophone Alliance conference. I

imagined Erik with his giant horn looming over me as I somehow tried to make

my lumbering, wood and ivory piano instrument keep up with his blistering bari

riffs. This piece is the result. The opening begins with the two instruments

speaking almost as one as they articulate a soft, but rhythmically driving melody.

The opening’s drive never leaves, propelling the two instruments to an unforeseen

destination before returning, not entirely unscathed, to the work’s opening

material. On the softer side was composed in a spirit of fun and collaboration and

meant primarily as a vehicle for Erik and I to play some snappy music together.

Enjoy.

All notation is standard.

Accidentals only effect notes within the bar.

Notes in the Baritone part with an ‘x’ for the notehead indicate a slap

tongue. This should be as pitched and resonant as might be possible.

Composer Contact Information

Email: rhonstein@gmail.com

Cell: 203-687-9096

313 Crown St. Apt. 21

New Haven, CT

06511
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